Overdentures and the periodontium.
Many reasons have been clarified for the retention of teeth in the oral cavity for use as overdenture abutments. The benefits afforded the patient by the preservation of the periodontium have been explained, and methods have been discussed to evaluate the zone of attached gingiva around overdenture abutments. Finally, some research has been discussed to compare some representative overdenture attachments and provide some guidelines for their use in order to more carefully preserve the periodontium.